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February market slips further
· New car registrations fell 21.9% in February to 54,359 units
· Diesel market share fell to 44.1% in February, from 45.0% in February 2008
· Scrappage schemes have provided a boost to registrations in other European markets
“New car registrations continue to decline and although government recognises the strategic importance of the UK motor industry, urgent action is still needed,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “Other European countries have been proactive in assisting their automotive industries and it is imperative that UK government increases the pace in responding to industry proposals for a scrappage scheme and access to finance and credit.”  
	Country
	Employees*

	Jan ’09 new car market
	% change
	Scrappage Incentive Scheme
	Other measures

	Germany
	862,000
	189,385
	-14.2%
	Yes 
12 January 08 -
31 December 09
	Reduced circulation (road) tax, over €100bn in support measures.

	France
	289,000
	149,372
	-7.9%
	Yes 
4 December 08 –31 December 09
	First country to offer support package. €6bn support package and credit guarantee for finance arms worth €779m.

	UK
	185,000
	112,087
	-30.9%
	No
	£2.3bn loans package.

	Italy
	162,000
	157,418
	-32.6%
	Yes 

01 February 09 -31 December 09
	TBC.

	Spain
	159,200
	59,385
	-41.6%
	Yes 
1 December 08 -31 July 10
	€4bn package for automotive sector.


* ACEA data at 2005

	February
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	54,359
	23,973
	30,119
	267
	18,145
	34,073
	2,141

	2008
	69,610
	31,293
	37,943
	374
	23,175
	43,503
	2,932

	% change
	-21.9%
	-23.4%
	-20.6%
	-28.6%
	-21.7%
	-21.7%
	-27.0%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.1%
	55.4%
	0.5%
	33.4%
	62.7%
	3.9%

	Mkt share '08
	
	45.0%
	54.5%
	0.5%
	33.3%
	62.5%
	4.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	166,446
	75,129
	90,358
	959
	64,752
	92,528
	9,166

	2008
	231,707
	104,052
	125,966
	1,689
	83,751
	134,501
	13,455

	% change
	-28.2%
	-27.8%
	-28.3%
	-43.2%
	-22.7%
	-31.2%
	-31.9%

	Mkt share '09
	
	45.1%
	54.3%
	0.6%
	38.9%
	55.6%
	5.5%

	Mkt share '08
	
	44.9%
	54.4%
	0.7%
	36.1%
	58.0%
	5.8%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	February
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	3,260
	
	1
	Fiesta
	12,093

	 
	2
	Focus
	3,241
	
	2
	Focus
	9,046

	 
	3
	Corsa
	2,856
	
	3
	Corsa
	7,406

	 
	4
	Astra
	2,754
	
	4
	Astra
	6,519

	 
	5
	Golf
	1,836
	
	5
	Golf
	5,000

	 
	6
	Insignia
	1,247
	
	6
	A3
	3,601

	 
	7
	Polo
	1,203
	
	7
	Insignia
	3,523

	 
	8
	Jazz
	1,091
	
	8
	207
	3,365

	 
	9
	Zafira
	1,062
	
	9
	Jazz
	3,361

	 
	10
	3 Series
	1,044
	
	10
	Polo
	2,877


Low volume February market declines, key March market needs support
· February is typically one of the lowest volume months for new car registrations, being just prior to the registration plate change in March. February typically accounts for just 3.4% of annual sales, compared with 18% in March.

· The market declined further in February, down 21.9% to 54,359 units. This was slightly above expectations for the month, but the market remains subdued. The falling value of stocks and shares, weak economic data and increasing number of job losses all continue to dampen consumer confidence and the willingness to spend on large ticket items, like cars.

· The slowdown continues across all sales types, fuel types and segments – with the notable exception of the mini sector. New models in the mini segment have helped achieve a 47.3% rise in February and a 42.7% gain over the first two months of 2009. 

· The Ford Fiesta was the UK’s best selling model for the fourth successive month. The Fiesta was among those models which helped strengthen the supermini segment’s market share to 33.3% in February, from 29.6% last year.

· The overall new car market is expected to fall to 1.72 million units this year, from 2.13 million in 2008 and 2.4 million in 2007. March is currently expected to see volumes fall in line with the reduction seen over the first two months of the year.

· The motor industry continues to seek government support to stimulate market demand. ry.
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


March 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am on 6 April 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.





The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.














